In vivo activity of ciprofloxacin, ofloxacin, norfloxacin and pipemidic acid against Escherichia coli infections in mice.
The therapeutic efficacy of four quinolones, i.e. ciprofloxacin, ofloxacin, norfloxacin and pipemidic acid, was investigated in experimental infections in mice caused by pipemidic acid-susceptible and -resistant E. coli. For intraperitoneal infections caused by E. coli strain 444 and 23, the efficacy of ciprofloxacin, ofloxacin and norfloxacin was superior to that of pipemidic acid. Furthermore, ciprofloxacin and ofloxacin had higher activity than norfloxacin and pipemidic acid in urinary tract and uterine infections. Serum and uterus levels of ciprofloxacin and ofloxacin in normal mice were higher and more durable than those of norfloxacin.